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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 12, 2012
Freelance Reporter Still Fighting to Remove Hopi Tribal Chairman

KYKOTSMOVI, Ariz.  In an email campaign to create more controversy surrounding Hopi Tribal Council government, Rosanda Suetopka-Thayer is fighting for the targeted removal of the current Hopi Chairman.  Through her ongoing media efforts she is personally targeting the current Tribal Chairman through any media outlet that the freelance reporter can use to direct these attacks.  As her emails indicate, she is now coordinating a meeting to introduce a removal petition of the Hopi Chairman for unsubstantiated violations, “…to show the Council how many of us want to remove Shingoitewa.” Suetopka-Thayer is not an enrolled member of the Hopi Tribe.     

Since late March the efforts of the Hopi Tribal Council’s Water and Energy Task Team to educate the Hopi people and villages on the LCR settlement agreement have been continually undermined by the opposition.  Biased news articles and presentations of misinformation by an opposition group, headed by Ben Nuvamsa, have delivered through Suetopka-Thayer material that continues to target individual representatives on the Hopi Tribal Council.  Council representatives and officers will continue to work diligently on behalf of the Hopi people to meet modern day challenges.
The Hopi Tribe’s long term efforts on working with the LCR water rights adjudication began in 1978. For over thirty years every elected Tribal Chairman and Vice Chairman has supported the Hopi Tribal government’s lengthy involvement in the ongoing LCR adjudication.  The current Hopi Water and Energy Task Team have brought this long and costly effort to a successful milestone with the Tribal Council endorsement of the Navajo-Hopi LCR water settlement agreement.  This tribal accomplishment delivers on the overall goal of the Team to ensure, “That quantity of water needed to provide a permanent homeland for the Hopi people, from whatever sources are available.”  Tribal members can visit or call the Office of the Chairman for Fact Sheet brochures and educational information relevant to the LCR settlement agreement.       
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